
oyemment, and that no peraon *»T»<*»1 hofd mort
than one oiiico, at the w nine, lu w uuuer me
Municipal govern incut.
Those suggestions, although madte wltn especial

reference to New York city, wiit apply generally
lu all large clt en. City charter* must, 01 necessity,
according to population and circumstances,
oilier more or less lu detail. Wnat is needed
la a city of a milium 01 people, would not
tie required iu one of ility or a humired
thousuud; and a general law aluuuq at eutire
uulloruiity lu such charters is, in iny judgment,
not desiraole. The people of any city, wituacnur*
ter embracing tne general provisions to which 1
l»ave referred, can, if ttiejr etioo.se, keep up a simple,
honest and efficient local goverument; and under
such a charter, if tucy will irowu down corruption
among the seekers as wed as the holders of office:
if Uiey will oeudemu the lavish expenditure or
luouev before election to secure office as earnestly
as tne stealing of it afterward; if they will matte
inosc who ask ineir suffrages understand mat the
candidate who by money demoralizes the elector to
as mucn a criminal as mo representative who takes
a bube; if they will near lu mmd in u spasmodic re*
loria movements work no nerui.incat good, but that
a persistent attention to puoitc affairs on tneir part
U necessary t« iu ore a faithful administration i>y
then- representatives.they cun secure all tliui id
possible under uur law or system of Un
Simplicity u cue great requisite iu the charter of

a city. Wiiuoot it responsibility cuu never be
clearly anil unmistakably defined aud fixed. All
complicated schemes winch aim to secure to tnc
minority au equal or uueqnal portion of tue exccuUveaud administrative unices or a municipality,
and so to make it suaie wnu tne majority tne re

pousibiltyoi govein meat, will prove failures,
ri ltlTY 01' BLRCTIONB.

At Its last sossiou (he Legislature adopted concurreutresolutions pruposlug au amendment oi the
constitution relative 10 tindery. lhey have been
duly published, uud will, 1 trust, be lavoraUy acted
upon by you, so tual tliey uiay be submitted to iho
people for tneir approvul at the next general eie -.

uou. The proposed auieudmeut relates to the corruptexpenditure of money to Influence electors in
voting, aud u it shall be adopted laws may be eudoledwinch will, if rigidly enforced, tend to chuck
an evil wuicli has assume I proportions of great
magnitude, it 1 may believe currcut rumors, men
ot otherwise good repute are in (he practice of
staudlug at the polls lu ltiauy portions of the State.
even iu this city, the seat oi government.with
money carried openly in their nan is, and of puvlug
it on the spot to electors lor their votes. Mo sucu
open una shameless u-e or corrupt means has been
charged lu the city oi New fork, much as is sultj of
election abuses there.

N The litct ilnlt largo sums of money are expended
throughout the Male at every election is well
known. Much of it must be spent lor corrupting
the electors, lu city aud in couinry men me
nomiumed to otllcu because tney uaVc been able to
purchase u muiorlty in nominating conventions in
tne first m-i.no e, and because it is known ilicy
can expend large sums auerwards to promotetneir own election und mat of inclr
associates on tue same ticket. Men, not candidates,but who take au interest lu public afi'iiis,
are called upon to contribute, uud do contribute liberalv. towuiM securniir nartv succumb Inilivldiuils
mi panics are aided by moneyed corporations,
who hopo lu tU'.s way to si cure luvorabie legislation
for their own mieroscs, or to buy tne conutenonoe
and support oi the government iroui wblcti tiicv receiveiheir privileges. la this way the moneyed
power ol the country is Drought la to control eie<£
Uoun uud secure to ildeit what It deems strength;
but it does so ut lUc risk of its own sulety, lor it
111 us debauches tue moral acntinient oi the community.The love ol money, we are told, is uic root of
alt evil. It la, assuredly, the root ol all evil in lroe
governments, anu tiic lavish expenditure of money
in elections is tiic cuici cause o. the corruption iu
our politics. A luuu who expends large sums
of money to secure an oiuce is apt to seem to
make it up to himself who'n in oiilce. 1 do not
doubt that the multiplication oi oillceis to be
elected by the peoole has l.au union to do with in-
uoduciug or increasing tins corruption oi our poll-
tics. The struggle between candidates tor local
oilices is apt to be more intense than the compett-
Uou lor higher place Del ore larger constituencies.
It is easier, too, to calculate the influence ol corrupt
means, and It is easier by them to clTcct the eiec-
Uou ol candidates when the constituency taking
part In itie election Is limited in numocr. The
amendment submitted to you will enable the Lcgis-
lature 10 deprive or tne right of suirrage every one
who shall be convicted nt receiving a bribe for ins
Vote or of bribing an elector, and to pass lans pro-
Tiding mat any candidate guilty oi bribing the
electors shall be deprived of tne oillca to which, at
any election where lie was gulliy ol tills o/leuce, he
may nave been chescu. I
The luconveuieucc occasioned to the electors by

registry laws is not to be counted against tncui. if
by their means, wc can insure pure elections, l have
little lalih m them 10 prevent fraud at the polls.
Tncy have hcen tiled aud failed to prevent It. More
frequent charges oi fraud, and oi frauds oi a grosser
character, have been made since registry laws
were put 111 operation than before. Auuv who have
watched men- working insist I hat tncy can be
easily made, aud nave been made, a convenient
cover for irauUs, wli.cn, witnout iheiu, could not
have been coiumltLeiL Thev have una oit'uci. rpr.

taiuly, that the vigilance neccshury to detect illegal
voting hat) to ho extended over several uuys, iu-
Phd ol the oue day of election, requiring mure time

lor this purpuric than men will spare iroiu their prl-
vqte business; and so llio watchiuluess over iheiioll
list in, ordinarily, lees general, and probably ion
complete man under tue system ol challenging on
the day of election. i

Dpon principle, a registry law, if any be passed,
Should apply 10 all pans ol tue Slate alike. Vet 1
am satisfied that intelligent public opinion in the j
rural districts, among men ol all parties does not
lavor one there. The inconvenience and expanse
to the electors in such Uisiriots, troui suchaiaw,
are very great, with no adequate good result in
compensation. 1'ho conviction, however, prevail*
axiensivclv among intelligent men that, in lame
clues, registry laws can be made useful in securing
the purity ol tue ballot, and this cuuvlcliou is so
Strong that the continuance ol the system In the
larger cities may be advisable. All laws requiring
a registry ol the electors previous to an election
should be made as little vexatious and oppressive
to honest voters as is possible, consistently w ith
securing proper identification of the person claimingthe right to voto auu due examination of Ms
rigut. It must be borne in mind that it is not the
province 01 a registry law to dellnc the qnaiidca-
(tons of voters, or to confer or restrict the right of
vouug. That right Is comerred l»y the constitution
and caunoi be taken away by act of the Legislature,
except in the few cases specified in the constitu-
Hon. Any law whlcn you may nass, therefore,
ought not to be framed so as to work the acinal disfranchisementon the day of election ot anv elector
who, lor good reasons, such as sickness or absence
from home, or his not having rrrived at lull age
onUi after the last day of registry, was unable 10
have lils name registered.
The complaints with regard to the lare election In

Mew York and Krooklyn, made through the press,
are chiefly of false counting or ballots and raise returnsby Inspectors of election. The general suspicionof the existence of sucu an evil is almost as
injurious as the practice iiself; our people, li led to
believe that it is carried 01 extensively, will neg-lect to vote, and will lose ihcir nabit of submitting
quietly to the resalt of an election. The
crime is, under onr form of govermucut, one of tne
wuibi iu nn iiuiiuu rtuu in its cuccis, 1111(1 SHOOK] Ue
punished accordingly. U Is a practice which, persisicdIn, is more likely to oven urn our government
thau any open war thut can be levied aguiu-u it.

. We have wisely. In our statutes, restricted me detl- I
nltlon of the .crnne ot treason to acta ol open war
agaiust the State govornaieut aud to combmailous
or one or more persons to overturn It by force. Tne
crime of making lalse returns ol votes cast a tan
election is, nevertheless, or the nattire or treason,
(or it seeks to take away the lawiui power una
destroy the rights o( the true sovereigu iu our gov-
eminent, the people.
Ton have the power to attach what penalty you

think necessary to any species or olTencu aguiust the
laws, and those Imposed should be sutllclently
severe to deter men from commuting crimes,
rev not jq extreme as to he likely \o pro'cu tiietu
troui citovlcUoji. ~

^

Ktlectusl laws agfltu>t bribery of the elector* and J
to take away an otllce obtained by bribery, thor-
ough protection of the right of challenge on election
4*v, se vei'C penalties against miscounting 01 votes
and against illegal voting, ought 10 auillce for the

(iroieetlon of Uie ballot, aud will suffice if cili/.ons,
ones and public gitjcers will do their duij.
-agj"- x-' 7VZTTT "r.g Utillgl.AnOW. -r- .

The people cannot be too ruliy awakened to Hie
dangers inseparable from the growth of tuoneved |
Sower in this country, whctnc( wielded by 1 n«itvt-*
nals or corporations. It niakes itself leu everywherein our politic- and alius to control, and too

otten does control, legi-dation In federal and Slate
capitals. We cannot directly strike at it in other
8lutes or at Washington, nut we can. begin at
the capital tf our own state and set an
sample to others, inero is a popular belief

that much important lcgHlutiou in pa-i years here
haa been Inilucuced by the direct use ol uiouey.
This belief is so general and widespread 1 hut 11 is
due to the people that there should oe a prompt
and thorough legislative luquiry to ascertain
whether 11 is well louuded. If 11 be so, guilty men
should oe brought to justice under existing laws, if
that is possible, li not, then proper laws should be
mused to meet cases which rnav liereailer arise.
The people will bo slow to obey laws which, they
believe, are enacted br a corrupt Legislature.
Their demand to-day is not for municipal reiorm
<miy, but for rerorm in every department of government,State and federal, in which abuses inay oe
Down 10 exisu Auiuoruv. wucuier executive or

legislative, to be cheerfully ooeyeii, must be respecteu and honored.
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM.

A lew yearn ago the people of this Htate vutcd In
favor of holding a convention to frame n new cou

Ututlon,thus expressing their dlssatlsiaction
with the existing constitution. The convent ion
was held; but, on the result of Its deliberation!
being submitted to a vote, tbe people rejected the
proposed new instrument, with the exception of
one article.to wit, that relating to the judiciary. It
la not a fair lniercnce irom this action ot the
people that tbey desired a convention for the single
end of amending tbe judicial system of the tftate.
That could have been done by the simple process of
submitting, after due consideration by tho l.eirMature,a single amendment, covering the one sub|cct.The vote ot the people calling a Convention
Indicated that they recognized many delects in our
existing constitution. The vote rejecting the suoitituteproposed by the Convention Indicated that,in the popular judgment, the remedies suggestedfor these delects were not suihcient or satisiactory.fn my opinion the present constitution of me
State is very doicctivo as a framework of efllciout
republican government. In coiiHidcrtng this subjectIt must be borne in mind that the popuiavlon of
this Mate is now larger than that of Miq whole
Union when tho constitution of the United states
was pnt into operation, and that our Mtate has, m
art, in the number of Its people and the great ini*iwuintptected by l'# jawi, lb? propvruone of a uo-
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tton. Tl mast stto be remembered thst the comfort.
welfare and happiness of the people are affected
In a very 10'tcU greater degree by tne laws of the
(State and tne manner of tltetr enforcement than by
llm operation* of the general government. Too
title to propert v and the right* of ami the reeiraiuia
upon the owners of property are regulated by .-Halo
law.-. Tne enforcement of ouslne** contract* of
every nature are, in the main, in tne hand* of ih*
(Statu court*. Tne detection and repression of crime
are dependent, except in a tew rare instances, upon
the euactuientof proper criminal law* by the State
Legislature aud their duo eufoicement. The order
oi tne community I under the guardianship of State
laws ami lepenaeot upon state authorities for it*
pr'servatiou. Tlte power* of our municipal government*,whose action Influences still more seuslblythe peace and comfort oi ererv man'* home, nro
conferred and dciltie'i by the state government. It
I* obvious, therefore, that it 1* a matter of trail-
Bcendcnt Importance to every citizen of thi* great
Commonwealth ttiat it shout I possess a wisely constructedframework of government, adapted to se- j
cure the most wholesome legislation, the most of-
(ii'innr nnlai pninnut <>f Inur fh*> miwf latrhfnl arlintn.

bit ration or its aifairs una ua uninterrupted mamtenauceol order.
I do not recommend the calling of another Conveuuonto revise tuo constitution at tills Uuie. The

attention of the people will be nmcli engrossed tills
year by the Presidential election; bat I trust that
I in.ned lately after tnat event tho etJorta of our best
citlzns, of aM parties, will be united to etrect a
thorough revmlou. Nor am I sure tuataConvention
is a necessary or the best means by wnich to attain
tho end.
A commission of thirty-two eminent citizens, to

ho made up by scleotlon or an equal uaiuber from
each or the two great political parlies, would, it
seems to mo, be as likely to work out a good result
as a larger bony.
Hucn a commission could have all the benefit of

the debate incident to a larger body through tntelltgeutdiscussions in the press and the voluutary sug«
gcstions of thougutlul citizens, uud would bo almostcertain to agree upon amendments which
would secure the popular approval,
to ir you should bo or the opinion that It Is wise to
appoint a commission there can be no objeoiiou to
your creating It at this session. Its report would
not be made until after tno Presidential election,
when the public mind would bo lu a condition to
examine caimiv and to decide wisely. True, it ta
not the mode prdvlded tit the present constitution
for a revision of tnat instrument, but It cannot
be doubted that a constitution prepared
by seen a commission and submitted by
them to the Legislature and by the Legislator© submittedto Mid people in due form would, If approved
by .1 vole or tho people, be regularly established
uud riccome substituted (or me present constitution.
Von have, moreover, the constitutional power to

originate auv amendments to the existing constitution,uud tl the same snail bo concurred tu by the
Legist filature to be chosen in 1S73 they may be submittedto a direct vote of (he people, and 11 ap.
proven by the-n will become u part of tbe constitution.
My convictions are no strong that the present

orgaulc law ol this State is full of serious defects
that 1 feel Justified tu calling your attention to the
subject, uud pointing out tho particulars in wttie'i,
1q my Judgment, it lulls as a means of securing to
us tne best possible administiutlon of our public
affairs.
The Constitution or the United States was constructedby a Convention mado up ol the wisest and

ablest men to be found lu the thirteen States which
then composed the Union. Each of tucse stales had
been obliged some years curlier to tra.ue a constitutionfor Its owu government. The delegates from
the several States did not, therefore, come together
as men inexperienced and new to the work they
were called upon to perform. They brought with
the in Irum their several constituencies varying, and
indeed conflicting. ldea9 of iho powers wttlcli ought
to be conferred npon the new government about to
uc umauiinucui anu vuc uianiivi AH If uivyu nuww j/un-
ers ou;lti to be distributed among its several departments.
There is, of course, this difference between that

instrument and the constitution ot u State: that ino
lormer originated u special government and confer-
red 011 it certain powers and none other, while In
the stale governiueut ail the powers of government
inhere, except such as, by the constitution of tuo
United states or by its own constitution, It may ho
forbidden to exercise. This ditfereuco does not nf-
feci the question of how the powers of government
may wisely be distributed umonir the different do-
pat tmenls.executive, legislative and judicial.nor
thai or now to provide ihe instrnmentalttles itironyrii
winch the governiueut is to be aduilulstcrcd. In
most of these particulars the constitution of the
United states may wisely be followed.
Under the existing constitution the Executive

Department ol tno state ts not so organized as to
insure the most efficient administration of affairs
and the most complete and direct responsibility.
The duty of the chiei executive officer, the Gov
ernor. is to s^e that the laws are fuhlifuUv executed.
It is obvious mat in the selection of the subordinateofficers upon whom, wliniu their seoarato
departments, the duly l« devolved of executing
the laws or the isiate and adiuinlstertmr Its affairs,
ihe chief Executive ought to have a controlling
voice. I lie experience alike of pntdlc affairs ana of
private business proves the expediency of a single
executive. The laws and the rules under which
public or private business Is to bo managed arc to
be carefully laid down aud precautions taken
agalusc'their violation; but when, subject to these
ru'cs aud wit lilu their limits, the chief direction of
affai s Is Riven iO ouc person, the oest safeguard for
lalthful administration is provided by concentrating
responsibility. Tuo Governor ought to be held re
sponsible for every branch of the actual udministra>
tlon of the State's affairs. Under our present con-
stiiution all tuo important departments are separatediroin a is control, in tne management of the
litinnuDH nr th« of tin* o..nnl<* of fho ftfufn

Prisons, lu ilie prosecution of crime, rlic chief Executiveof the State has not, as lie should hare, the
diroetlng power. In order that rcsponsloility
may he lull, direct and unmistakably fixed, and that
the people may always know who is to blame for
nuv maladministration, all the heads or administrativedepartments should be subject to the supcrvi- I
slou and the correcting power of the Governor. The
duties of the Secretary of state are so directly connectedwith the details of executive action, especiallyIn the matters ot appointment to oftlce and
the issuing or pardons, that he ought to occupy the
posh ion ot chief assistant and adviser of the Covernor,and ought to be selected by Mm. The Attorney(ieneral is the legal adviser of the Governor.
The chiel executive officer or the State should be
allowed the privilege which ail men exercise.of
selecting lor a legal adviser such person as Is, in his
judgment, the most competent. The Attorney
General ought 10 have supervision over and
bo responsible tor the conduct of all that
class of odiccrs throughout the State which
Is charged with (he duty of prosecntiug
for crime und other violations ol State lavts. Prosecutingofficers tor o(Tenses against the laws of the
State, now erroneously called District Attorneys,
should not be county officers, but he the deputies of
the Attorney-General, appointed by Mm or by the
Governor on his recommendation. In this way
responsibility for the due enforcement of the laws
could be brought homo, as it should be, directly to
the Governor, upon whom the duty is devolved to
see that the laws are faithfully executed.

It appears to ine proper that tho secretary of
Elate and the Attorney General should be appointed
bv tho Governor without the Intervention ot the
Senate, and hold office during his pleasure; and
Unit me Comptroller, a superintendent of Canals,
and a Snprrinrendent of Prisons sitould, with or
without ilie consent of the Senate, be uppointcd by
the Governor to hold office during his own term,
but removable by him at any (line for cause. These
officers would foim a valuable council to the
Governor.
On the Superintendent or Canals should tie devolvedait the duilcs now performed by the three

Canal Commissioners and the Htate Engineer.
The management of the prisons of the mate needs

great reform, which cannot be secured by a mere
change or officers. Tnc system is at fault. A constitutionalamendment has been suggested putting
these Institutions under (he Charge ol a Board ol
Citizens w to are not to be paid for their services.
While thai would be an Improvement upon the
present sjstent, reflection upou the subject has convincedme that a better amendment would be to
supersede the present commission ol three Inspectors(elected one every year by the peoplo) by one
Insneeinr ot state Prisons to be atliiointeil nv the
Governor noM to i»c removable by mm. Ao advisory
or examining board or citizens mtgbt be vuluable la
additlou; but for the actual administration of prison

«nd mc appoiuuuent oi all aubordlnnte ofticeTiiTwouMbe better iy.hay.e W rwpyoaibuu®
concentrated noon one inan, mat one man being |
accountable to the Governor, than to have thin
responsibility divided among the members of a
board or a commission.

It might be well that the state Treasurer, being
the actual custodian of the public moneys, and perhapsthe superintendent of public instruction,
should be appotuted by joint ballot oi the two
Uouses of the Legislative: but all other adinlinstra-
the o'fleers ot the state, in addition to thoie hereto-
fore named, should, in my judgment, t>e appointed
by the Governor, with or without the consent of
the senate, so as to make his responsibility for the
good management oi the public affairs complete.
Tn connection wltn 'his part of the subject I would
recommend that ttic term of oitVcof the Governor
be extended to three rears, which was Its duration
under tne first conduction oi the state. If these
changes could be m<.ae .u the constitution the peoplewonld have an opportunity once in mrce years
of putting out of ~-anr,r the entire administration
and bringing tu a new set of men, whereas now
ihev can make only a partial change everv year.
It has occuried more than once, lu consequence of a
Dart of them going out of office each year, that
aotne of the administrative officers of tne state
have becu of one party and others of the opposing
party-a condition of things that bewilders the
popular judgment, wnen seeking to hx responsibilitylor maladministration.

In ihe legislative department there Is great need
ol providing additional safeguards against taulty
and special legislation, fror twenty years past the
laws passed exceed an average of five hundred a
year; tor the last six years thev average over eight
hundred a year, and It requires now two very bulky
printed volumes ot above two thou-und pages to
record the acts ot each session, there can do no
necessity for this mass of legislation. More than
one thousand bills arc now passed In a session; ns
the session lasts only about one hundred days, it
will be seen that at least leti bills a day have to be
passed through both houses, and us tnree readings
should be had of each bill in each nouse, It is plain
that deliberation by tne members of the two houses
over proposed laws Is impossible.
Notwithstanding the deference which It Is natural

that the Executive should pay to the Legislature in
mutters pertnlning to then special duty, that of lawmaking,I have round mysc|f obliged, In the course
of three sessions, to withhoM my official approval
from an aggregate of three hundred and nluetv ono
bills. In addition, more than one hundred uilis have,
after being delivered at the Executive chamber,
been recalled by the legislature lor reconsideration,
la order lo w*** >« or strike out objec-
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tlonable provisions, discovered In my examination
01 them. It is not right to rely solely upon Uw Uoveruorto review propo cd legislation. It uinst hippcu,innier the present habit of passing laws, that
bills will, ut every session, receive tile Kxecutlve
approval containing provisions winch escape his
scrutiny, aua to which, if his attention haU been
oalleU to them, he woubl have objected The people
must do tnen part, lu guard lug against improper
legislation, when selecting their representatives in
tne Legislature; and the organic law should be so jtrained us to promote a wise selection.
Provision ought to be made in the constitution

securing the actual reading of everv proposed law
on three separate days la cucn House, and forbiddinguivy subsl.tute tor the lull and tree discussion
which pertaius to cousldcratiou of a bill in committeeo! the Whole House.
The provision in the existing constitution limiting

the session or the Legislature to mo days has had
no good practical effect. It has not lessened the
amount or legislation; it has siiupiy caused the
memMr* to act Witt UW more haste. The restriction
should lie removed and a lair unnuul salary be paid
to Iseuaiors aud Assembly men. There Is no true
economy in withholding irom public servants a ju.-a
compensation for their labor.
A3 a belter restraint upon undue prolongation of

a session 1 suggest mat power should oe glveu to
the uoveruor to prorogue the Legislature at any
time after it 8ftull havo been in session fur 1UO days
The chiel office of a senate should be to review

the action or the oilier home, to check and restrain
improvident, hasty or unwise legislation; and lor
the heat discharge of this duty it should be comfiosedof men well versed in public affairs. Its name
uiporuj tnat it is to be a couucil of men of long experience.Kverv luduoemcnt should be held out to
atiract the right men to service In this uodv. Tne
public cannot expect, any more than a private person,to command valuable services unless it oilers
an adequate reward, this reward ueed not be
wholiy pecuniary; the uiguity of an office
Is oiten a more powcriul inducement to
the class of men we need iu the public service.A long term and a large constituency
would greatly enhance the dignity of the oihce
of Senator, and make il attractive to our most distinguishedcitizens, if the Senatorial term were
made tour or live years and the state were divided
into a small number of Senatorial districts, bo as to
throw the choice of Senator upon a large constituency,and the compensation made a lair one, I do
not doubt that tin; ablest and most experienced of
our puoiic men would be lound ready to apply
themselves in the Senate to the important duty of
securing good laws for the people.
In the constitution of tlio Uonso of Assembly 110

improvement suggests itself to inc except to abolishthe single Assembly districts, as now established,
and restore county representation.that is to say,
that every county shall elect tile who.o number of
Assemblymen to which It Is entitled upon a general
ticket.

iu respect to the judicial Department the notion
or the people is s > recent lu adopting ttio new sixth
article ol the constitution istill lurther action 011
their part next year upon the mono of selecting
judges in tlio future being also already provided
ror), mat It would not be wise to havo nay changes
made.
Among the general provisions or the constitution

there ougnt 10 be one limiting the amount ot Indebtednesswiden municipalities may incur, and deilntagmo purposes for which It may be lucuirea. Unllormtiyot the several classes ol local goveruuiouts,
counties, lowus, villages, ought to be secured by
oonsiliuuonai guarantee, so as to prevent special
legislation with regard to them, it Is impracticable,
as 1 have already said, to iratne a uniform ciiuuer
lor all our cities. Hut there are cerialu fundamentalcharacteristics which ought to be found in
all city charters ana ought to ho secured by constitutionalprovision.
There should be more specific constitutional restraint!upon legislative poser to grant special

charters lor private corporations; upon special legislationgenerally; upon legislative a war is of extracoiupeusailou to claimants under contracts and
otiienvi.se; ail of whtcn tend greatly to encumber
the statute book, demoralize the Legislature and
deplete the Treasury. ;
The veto power needs to he made more effectual.

Two-thirds of ail the members elected to either
House should be required to overrule a veto, and
where a out contains several items oi appropriation
ol money the Governor snould be authorized to re-
fuse his assent to one or more ui tuo items while
approving 01 others.

1 have dwelt at this length upon the defects, as
they appear to me, of our present constitution, as
the host method or inviting attention on tne part or
the Legislature and the people to the subject.
The excitement oi it long war and tho events succeedingit have operated to divert our utteution

Iroui our immediate home affairs. It is time we begaitto look at them.
Tho Trainers of the constitution of 1840, eager for

decentralization or powor, made tue mistake of supposingthat this was to be effected by breaking
apart and disconnecting the machinery whereby the
state government is to bo carried on aud by multiplyingthe uuinber ol elective oitlcers. Decentralizationcouslsis in giving to tne i»eople or every
county or other political subdivision complete coutrolor their own proper local affairs, not In giving
tothe people of a county tho selection of .state
officers, of olllcers whose duties are exclusively couneciedwith the general affairs of tno stato and the
enlorcement of the laws ol the State. It is singularthat true decentralization, whlou is to be round
in enlarging tne powers of tne Boards of Supervisors
oi the several conuttes, was not provided for in the
constitution except by leaving the matter to be
regulated by the Legislature.
Of the var ous metnods bv which a revision of

the constitution ina.v tie undertaken my preference
is Tor the appointment of a commission consistingol thirty-two members; and I recommend the
passago of an act for the appolmmeut of such a
commission.
Mindful ol the facr that the majority of the Legislatureand the Kxoculive are or opposed political

parties, 1 refrain from discussing questions connectedwith the adtniulstrution of tho federal government,upon which our opinions utul views would
widely differ, hoping that In dealing with the houie
a nalrs of the Hiate we may be able to work together
earnestly and neartilv for (lie promotion of the generalwelfare ol our people.

J01IN T. HOFFMAN.

HPT7T? CTATVP "CTUT A Vnj?Q
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Anniinl Itoport of* ComptrollerMieholN.

Statu or Nrw Vork, Comptvollrr'b oritur,)
Al.liANY, X>eu. 30, 1871. I

To Tilt Lruibi.atcur:.
DE1.T.

On tbe 30th September, 1870. the lota) funded debt was
$38,841,604.
On the 30th September, 1*71, the total funded debt was

$38,121,606. clasilned ae follows:.
Generalfund $4,040.0.16
Contingent 62,000

Canal 11,906,680
Bounty L-2.IH7.nuU

Total $38.l2l,6o6
The following etateuient allows tbe amount of the State

debt on the 3utu September, 1871, after deducting the unappliedbalance* of the kinking funds at that date:.
H'lt tnr.i Of

itinkiiif/ Fundi H'hln f <>f tlrhl
O tot on th' on the 30'A nj'trr npiiluwq

SO h Not'., 18*1. .*0/ '.. 1H7I. Hinktm) Fund-.
General fund $4,040,(126 $l,80>.744 $2,234,282
Contingent. 68,000 12 139 48,860
Cauat 11,860.3-0 1.664,226 10.312.333
Bounty 22,047,00)1 t6,159,793 16^87,2<<6
Total$d&i5l.«04 $8636d<03 $29.482,702
Tbe State debt on the 30th September, 1870, after deducting

tbe unapplied balance! ot tbe sinking fundi, amounted
to $32,400,144

Ou the 30th September, 1871, to 2'J,482,7o2
Showing a reduction of $2,026,4*1'Ipcludea $881,588 68 i ecelved since the close of tbe lineal

year.
ffieduetintf interest aoerued to October ), I87J, pavab'4January I. 1372.

oenrraf. it nt" l>rnt binkion rpnp.
Tbe following statement gives tbe receipts and payments

on arcouut of tbe central fund debt sinking fund, for the
fiscal year endiog September 30, 1871 :.

H < ipl , tit.:.
Balance In the Treasnrv OctOne.r 1, 1810. .. $430,Mil
Kecetved Irom surplus canal revenue* 560,874
Transferred from the genera) tund, for intereston money In the Tressury, during
the year...... Jl.V>s.'

»i, ib-i i/m nt- r,'». .
Interest on general fund debt $211,410
rremtum on coin to pay Intereiton debt.... 9,129
ludian annuities 7,361
Premium ou coin P> pay annuities 441

228,372

?a!ance In the Tiesaury Sept. 30, 1871 $824,155
be contribution to the general fund debt sinking fund, for

the tiara) year ending September 30, 1871, undor section 2.
srtteie 7 of the constitution, amounting to $981,588, and
s.nre paid in, makea tbe actual balance as of that day,
$1,8U5.744. This contribution, 11 will be aeen, wss $411,6l4
more than In the previous year, but sthl $51".411 leas than
the contribution contemplated by section 2, article 7. Another
year, It la believed, the contribution will come up to tbs lull
constitutional measure.

CANAI. PRUT AHlt CANAL RFVENUrB.
The agyrrgate ol the cenal debt on tbe 50lb day of Sepient

ber, 1870, wa» $11 966,680, with an aggiegate nnspp.ied
imiino nt until,<* fund* of $2.149.H«4. leaving the real
balance unprovided for of $3,8|ti,t)it5.
On ihe ;(otU day of September, le7l, tbe account etood a*

follow*:.
Aggregatedebt .......... .+11,066 '80
Aggregate of tluking fun ll l.oM.v.'O

Real balance unprovided for + I',312,153
lncre»*e In 1571 $811,614
Thia rean t, however, l« In one reaped in gratifying conIraniwith that of the nactl year ending September 3 I, 157b.

Then ihe net tevenuea were IMW,971; now tbey are 9Sbl,b*8,
bowiag an moreaae of $411,614.
Hul, turning from a companion of the flaeal year ending

September 30, 1871, with the previoua liacai ye.,r, to one of
the araaon of navigation of 1871 with that of 1870, Ihe result
la alhl inure favorable to 1871. Tlile ahotva an Inrreaae of
tolla In the prevent aeaaon of navigation (and practically
a ,me Ufteen daya ahorteri over that of 1870 of $467,£37.

HAS A I. H*»:T.
Of the principal ol the canal debt, under aectlon .1, article

7, ol the conatltution, the anm ol $l,'itU,lHI0 is rodeemeli'e
July I, 187 J, and 8)841.5(10 January 1, 1873. 'I nn nink.ng lund
being ina miclent to meat ilieae detnuoda other prorlauui
muat be made.

BOUNTY DkllT.
On the 30th of September, 1«7I, the outatandlng alocka an I

bond* renreacnting thia In.lebtedueaa amounted to
922.047,OlO, claaaltled aa lollowa:.
Registeredatock 920,075,000
Couponbonds 1,372,000
Total

THF CONTINOKNI Ilf-HT.
The only contingent debt ol the state la that Incurred for

the I.cing Inland Railroad Company, the Internal of wblcn la
paid, and the principal of which will be provided for by that
company. Mo change haa been made In thia debt during the
fiscal year.
1 ha amount September 30, 1871. waa 988,001. The alnklng

fund for Ita payment n the same day amounted to 9|u,|:in.
Mil A I, VAt.li'ATIllNB ASIl INHPIII RliNRNH.

The 1'oniplrollrr dealers acaln to call in- altenilon of Ihe
Legislature to the importance of eitcndlng the operat.on and
incitMing tb* ellic.eucy of iihanler 111. Law* bi 1:36. tor j

JANtTAUY 3; 1872..TRIP!
Uil# law It la made the duty af the Hark of lh» Hoard of Supervisor*ol tbe several coun'le* to transmit the Comptroller,
on or before the second Monday of Peceiuber, anuually, In it
form to be prescribed by htin, a reluru of Iba aggregate
valued amount of real an personal ralate, In eac.b town or
ward, aacorieot.d by the Hoard of Superviaura, under a

penalty of for neglact or rel uaal.
Tbe in oriu.atiou lo lie derived under the law, aa II now

stand., it ol the llrat Importunes; hut to render it complete it
ah iuld be supplementi-d by ualalomeut of tbe county, town,
city and tillage Indebtedness. Tbere ta much irregularity and
delay In furniahlug tlie facta reunited by tbe present atatute.
The Comptroller recnmnienda Ita amendment by Including in
Uic Information lo be pubiiabe I a atalauieiit of tbe county,
town, city and village iud.'tiledncis. and by providing, by
proper penalties, for a prompt performance ol in* dutlea Imposedby it.

HFVBNtJK*.
The following condenaeu statement gtvee the expenditure*

and revenue* for the laal liacal year, allowing an apparent
deuclency of .ya,87h,t*Jti:.
Veiicleucy of the iteneral Fund Revenue on the
Mia Beptemlnr. ie7u 3 r, .r. .n, in

Amount of warram* drawn on the Treasury on accountof tlio Hcut ral Fund, during the year ending30lh September, 1871. (see schedule II.).... 10,505,7119
Amount transferred to tbe Hounly l>ebl Sinking
Fund, being Die proceed* of the J', ml,I tax
levied in lblO, in pnrauauoe of chapter 326, Law*

of 1886 1,(180,279
Amount traiiai'errod to tbe following lunifa lor In- <

tereat on money In the Treasury Juilng tbe year
belonging lo said funds, via.

Bchool Fund #6#,8«sa
Literature Fund. 1U5
United Slates Deposit Fund 1,303
Long Island Railroad Company Slutting
Fund 259

Bounty t'ebt Sinking Fund 10:1,102I
lieueral Fund Debt Sinking Fund 4",ai'2

.~ S18.7M
r,u,,i ami iao nxi

Amount of warrant* drawn on the Treasury rematulugunpaid on the 30th September, 1870 748
Amnu'it of receipt* into the Treasury durluv the
year ending 3,lilt September, 1871. (See
ScheduloI.) $11,286,828

Amount trunsferrod from the School
Fund, for bonds for lauds 24,Till

Total $11,oil,019
Amount of tvarranls drawn ou the Treasuryletnaining unpaid ou tne 30th September,L871. *> 1067

11,312,687
Deficiency of the revenue on the 30tn September.1871 # 8,878 *06
This detlulennv Is very largely nominal, not real. Taxes

levied for the ilsml year eu ling September 3U, 187), and unpaidon that day, together with advances on appropriations
based upon taxes for the current year, amounting In the agSlegate to $6.6?',831, should be deducted from above declcucy..>8,878, 06. whleb-would leave an actual deficiency
of being $213,178 in excess of the estimated deficiency.This Increase is accounted for I,y appropriations
not Included tu the estimates of this department.
The followlug table gives the Items ol unpaid taxes, Ae., refe.redlo:

Unpaid balances due from county treasurers September30, 1»71 $6,107,'.IPS
Paid prior to September 30, 1871, In anticipation of
Stulo tax. vis.
Hudson lllver Hospital tor the Insane 168,IKK,
Willurd Asylum for the Insane 86,7/6

138,110
New Capitol $0,Ut)0

Total $6,650,881
Add estimated dshclcney to Sepleuiuer 30, 1871, as
per last report 2,114,746

Total $8,665,624
To antlripslo a portion of such unpaid taxes the Comptroller,m June last, under chapter 8, part 1 of the Revised

Statutes, made a temporary loan of $31,0,000.payaule,
$100,000 April 15, 1872; $100,000 May 15, 1872, and $IO).uOJJune IS, 18/2. The payment of snch loau appears in the liabilitiesot the current year and the proce.-di thereof Iliad
place among the receipts of the last fiscal your.
The Comulroller desires again to c til the ultentlon of the

Legislature to tne importance ol amending section 5, chapter
803, Laws of I8'i3, so that It will ha his duty lo charge Interest,at a given rate, on all unpaid balances due from county
treasurers after the time Uae by law for the payment by
them o( the Slutn tux luto the treasury.

In this connection he recommends that the annual State
tax from the citv and county ol New Tore be made payable
within tne liscal year for whlcu It is Imposed hy the Legislature.The hscal year ends on the 30th of Septemhor, but the
»im pppiiIvaiI from thin i-.iiintv ii not. iiiiviiIiIa till tli1*1 of
December. It constitutes nearly Ally per cent of tne entire
State tax, and must ul neccrslly enter very largely int i the
transac-tlmis of the given Bacal year, yet It U not puynb.e till
two months after It* expiration.

puui.to Kxt'RMX rinra.
The following statement will cnahle the Legislature t<>

conipaic the expenditures In certain dcunitincniH lor the
years 1870 and IS. 1

1870. 1871.
Clerks in public oflloes afi.»,l.>7 #.7,714
Expenses of public olllees Ill,81*8 11,784
Legislature, pay of members and others142,188 167,779
legislature, contingent expenses 1K3,0M7 284,877
t'rinting for theState 389,869 J31 1199
llali lor the 1'ablucl of Natural History. 17,714 2n,972
Militia ami National Hoard 283,.>30 267,924
llovernor, incidental expenses of governlaeit 2,788 2,853
Promotion of ngth nlturo 29,629 19 2,5
Rivers, roads and budges 19,3911 69,884
State Prisons, including transportation
of convicts 951,841 998,481

New York Institution for Dear and
Dumb...,. 98,769 100,202

New Yora Institution tor Blind, New
York 88,077 32,780

Orphan asylums, Ac #34,857 773,784
Quarantine 290,841 344,229
Insurance Department 7o,t>89 89,986
KXl'FNDirUUKtt tun FMJt'AT ION At. AND OHARPIAUI.lt

POttPOHKB.
TUe expenditures from tbe public treasury during the Inst

(Ileal year for these purposes were 183,097,683, of winch
#2.451,*61 were the proceeds of a direct tax of l.Vt mills for
common schools.
The purposes and amounts of the seyeral State appropriationsand payments are us loliows:

Acadrtn.es, lor dividends #43,144
Academies, for instruction of common school
teachers 14,289

Charity week-day schools..., 76,742
Common school dividends 244,8oU
Cornell I Diversity 32,990
Indian schools 4 3J<
Normal school 2U,2u6
School Commissioners' salaries 99,427
Teachers' institutes 29,783
School tax, 1V in ill 2,458,751
Eliulra female College 3,442

Total #3,907,583
1 lie expenditures lor the same period liy the State for the

support ot asylums and hospitals for the deaf, blind, Insane
and idiotic was #314,831.
The whole smouiit paid from the treasury during the fiscal

year for all purposes, on sccount of hospitals, orphan
asylums and other charitable Institutions was #1,7.3,379.

BAI.T 1»UTIF8.
Tbe report of the superintendent nf the Ouon laga rait

springs show* the following receipts and expenditures tor
the liscal year, vlx.
from unties on sad manufactured #86,791
Expenditures 69.1d>

Net revenue #28,858
AUCTION lU'TIIB.

The receipts from auction duties for the past fecal year, as

compared with those ol the previous year, wi re us fol.ows
Year ending September 30, 1879 #121,892
4 ear eadiug September 30, 1871 190,198

Decrease #21,406
ST AT I. PKIISONB.

The followinr statement shows tbe expenditures ami earningsof each ul the nrisons lor the year ending September 39,
1871

A4&I «> «* fir" irni Ez.**af
/mm 'Itr /mm A'tycnil7V-.IU.V. Kmiini . 'tie...

Auburn#189.159 « 29,220 *69,9:18
Clinton319,189 175,384 143.786

Sing Sing 384,173 131,647 232,82,5
M Iscellaneo us exiiendilurca
nut distributed,' inuliiiiruu
+22.459 fur transput tali in of
conricls .. 83,959

Total **7 2,502 $436,152 *4.0,309
NEW OAPtTOl.

Paid from the Treasury during the fiacat year ending Sep
tetnher 30, 1H71, $482,042.

TRUST rU.fJtR.
The following atatenienl exhibits the capital of the several

trust funds at the close of the last lineal year, with the receiptsami pnyineuts on account of the same up to Its close.
The schedules annexed to Ihts report, from I. to VIII. Inelusive,exhibit mora In detail the dealing! with the funds for
the yaar and their pre-eut condition;REVENUE,

ETC.

ti«/-I "

Oilifn' inif lit
.S- ii'. 1.0, yitr, I,,- Payin^n' I ft I i'ln,'
18?I. 'Iwliny tltt iu'i I .V 11. .10,

tuln n e- th> ytt ir. 1871,
Of. l-i,
187a I

School Fund $27971,676 *372,918 "$372^1 "

Lite,ijurn bund... .711,050 44,488 47,0201 *$3,438

"pi'wl'l1 Fun'h* e
4,014,MO 243,102 M4.99S 31,789

College Land Scrip ** ...I
Fund 478,402 21;788' 37,tlil| 4,673

Cornell Endow- |
ment Fund 128,596 10,862 6,530 4,381

Klrnira Female Col- .J f - J
leae Kduuuiionai
Fund ; 50,1100 3,442 8,442

LongIsland It. R
Co Kinking Fund 19,139 5,>07 4,069 +1,147

Trust Fund lor paymentof bounties. 20,905 ..I . I
M.lil.irv ltecordI

lumt 89,1211 S,8iW| S,usa| 'HB

Deficiency. tTransferred to capital.
TAX HALF.

It wa* stated In tha lait annual report that preparation!
were being made lor a State tax aula. Such preparation*
were ruminated, and a axle of lands returned for non-paymailtor luxe* to till* office from lull to IKS/i, both year* Inclusive,took place at the Capitol, commencing September 12
and euuin^ September 28 laat. The number of panels sold
was lt. -oit. amount of purchases by Individual*, *.,HI.k.d,
uln Hint of purcha*e» by the Sla'e, under the statute, mtl8,i,0.l.

ttr the atiu.ii t of purcliaiat by Individuals the sum of
M'lb,OUt and upwards haa already been paid into the treasury.TATFR,
The gr .s* valuation of faiaule properly in 18*1 wa*

$2,(J62,U7,8Htli lm re*«e over D7D, *>»5,Mi>,713. I he Stale tax
for (he current liacal year la A 7'.l. 120 nulla.
exclusive of extraordinary work on tha canal* and work

on tne new Capitol, the Comptroller la of opinion that the
dencienry in the tieneral Fund can be made good and tue
call* upon the treasury met, ir appropriations arc kepi within
reaaonublu limits, by a lax of b>, mill* for tbe next fiscal
year. ASH I.H P. .NICHOLS, Comptroller.

A DRUNKEN SHOOTING AFFRAY.
John Norr, John Flartmann and Frank Kettlebergerwere arrested and arraigned yesterday before

Justice Earnes, Williamsburg, on a charge of

shooting aud wounding flcnry Duscb at his

residence, Mo. 253 heholes street, during
a drunken altercation on Now Years morning.
lltisch was slightly wounded in tho head aud left
hand, lie believes that Norr was the tuau who shot
hint, and that llartmann and Kettleberger urged
him to die. Tho prisoners were placed under bonds
to a wail examination.

BURGLARY IN A LIQUOR SALOON.
John Conner.', a inn km,in, who was sentenced a

short lime since to twenty years' imprisonment for

highway robbery, and pardoned out by Governor
Kenton, was up before Justice Cox, at Jefferson
Market, yesterday, upon complaint of James Reynolds,ol 241 West Eighteenth street, who charges
that at an enrly hour yesterday morning he forced
open the rcurdoor of his saioon and stole a <|tinniliy
of pennies and cigars valued at, $s. The property
was lound in Ins pos-e*sion. lie denied the charge,
hut was lolly committed for trial.

LE SHEET.

THE LEGISLATURE.

ORGANIZATION OF THE TWO HOUSES. ;
SiiiM chc* at t.lm Prenldln?? Officers.The

First Mow ut Eric.O'Urlen the
"Man in the Gap."

SENATE. j
ALBANY, N. Y., JHII. 2, 1872.

The HeDalo was called to order at eleven o'clock
A. M. by liieuteuant Governor Leach ana Senators
were sworn tn. TKo Lieutenant Governor then addressedlite Senators as follows:.

addkrss op ritB libutknant governor,
senators.Tuc constitution makes it my duty to

preside itr tho Senate. 1 shall endeavor to perform
that duty faithfully aud impartially, trusting that
me satne courtesy and forbearance or which 1
have been the recipient in the past will be oxtendedto mo la the fature, Since (he adjournment
or the. Legislature the standard of rcrorm lias been
uplifted, and good uteri, i rrcspcclivo of their politicalrelations, have rallied around it. This did not
occur a moment too soon. Demoralization was
pervading almost every department ol public lire.
Constitutional obligations were beiug subordinated
to the supposed exigencies of the hour, l'ecula-
tlons, delalcattous and reckless extravagance wc e
so commou as scarcely to attract atteution. 1'a-
triotic men were beglnuiug to despair of the repuh-
lie. In a reaciion, which seoms to have
commeuced, rests the only hope for tho perpetuity
of self-government. Let no portion of the
newspaper press, that eloquent voice which daily
addresses au audlonce numoercd by millions, and
which forms and controls public opinion, relapse
Into silence because a temporary partisan advantagemay have been gained. Let no good citizen
(alter in tills light through upprenonsion that men,
high or low In his party, may be wounded if iho
battio progresses. Let your action, Senators of the
great State or New York, be, as it doubtless will be,
ou the side of the right In this contest, and you will
deserve aud receive the commendation oi your consciences,oi your constituents and of your country.
Tiie senate then, by resolutions, proceeded to

elect ofUcers, with the lolluwtug result:.
Cleric.Junics Tcrwtlligcr, of Syracuse.
MVMn^MfniMJOMilll Loomls, of Chenango.
Assistant Xeerjeant-at-Arins and 1*0*1master.

Herman Auiisson, of Jeircrson. '

Assistant lust-muster.iohu i.aldlaw, of Cattaraugus.
u.tui n-rr§jr ra.nr, mjiiiuw, ui v;uuiuii; tuiuuci

Yotmg, of Orange; it. stout, of Oswego; Lemuel
Hulbnrt, L. L. Chutie, Thomas J. Bridges una John
D, Sonneigan.
Janitor of Capitol. William II. Johnson, of At- 1

b»ny.
Keeper oj Senata Chamber.Jeioml^ati Pierce.
Mr. Woodin offered a resolution providing Tor tho

adoption or tlic Itrtcoutn amendment to the federal ]
constitution, winch wits lam on tlio table. J
Mr. o'ltuiEN Introduced a mil to repeal the Kno

Railroad Directors' act,
Mr. Lew 18 introduced a bill amending the charter

of Buffalo.
Mr. Palmer Introduced a bill empowering tho

Poughkeepsio and Eastern Railroad company to
cancel a portion of its first mortgage bonds and
substitute bonds of a large denomination.1
The annual report of the Capitol Commissioners

was received and laid on the table.
The Senate toon a recess for a half an hour, and

on reassembling the Governor's Message was receivedand read by the Clerk.
At the coiiclu-iou of the reading of (he Message

the Governor sent in a special messago on the New
York city and county Unances (retorred to ill Assemblyproceedings).
Mr. Benedict preseuteJ a memorial iroin A. II.

Green, comptroller of the eliv of New York, as icing
for an immediate provision by the Legislature for
ihe relief of the city ilnuuces. On motion Mr.
Benedict's subioct was referred to a select committee,composed of me mounters from New York
city.
Mr. Palmer introduce:! a hill to amend the

charter or the PougUkccpne Bridge Company.
The Ke-iaic adjourned nil eleven o'clock tomorrow.

ASSEMBLY.
Albany, Jan. a, 1872.

The House was called to order at eleven o'clock
A. M. by Mr. c. W. Armstrong, Clerk or tho last
House, when prayer was offered lj Kov. I)r. Selkirk.
The roll was called and members appeared at tho
desk and wcro sworn In by the Secretary of Slate.
Mr. Dusted offered a resolution that the House

proceed to the election of a Speaker, Clerk and
other officers of tho House by pica voce, which wa9

adopted. 1
The following officers were then elected:

speaker.lienry Smith, of Albany.
Clerk -C. S. Underwood, of cavuga. :
Mergednt-at'Arms.Philip J. Rhenium t.
Doorkeepers.Kngene l. Deiners, of Uenuseiuer;

James H. Lee, or liiyiiga, and James Ilognu.
Stenographer.Hudson C. Sauuer, of Oswego.
Tnc democrats voted for lion. Joint C. Jacobs for

Speaker, and for tho oillcers of the lust House.
When Mr. Tliuen's name was called there was no

response.The vote on Speaker was 90 lor Mr. Smith, and 20
for Mr. Jacobs,

Messrs. llustcd nnd Jacobs were appointed to
conduct speaker Smith to tho chair.

address op speaker smith.
Or taking the chair Speaker Smith said:.
(IKNTI.F.MEN OP the ASSEMBLY.Appreciating IllAt VOU

buve conferred upon nie a distinguished honor In n>lrctin«
mi- to ill*ch»rhe tbc Untie* of tins place, I return my thanks.
1 realize that 1 nra entering upon a work of grave and solemnresponsibility. 1 shall bung to the discharge
of the until-* of Ibis place my best ability. I ihnU
endeavor to peri'orm Its functions Willi a single
regard to the punllc nood, and tho sole duslre of acting with
JllSllce ail'l luipai biauvj
some particulars 1 have no <lnubt, and I mint crave your Indulgenceand support a* we on'er together upon the duties
and the discharge of the obligations lo which we hare no

lately taken our sloernn oath*. Such suggestions aa are
deerneu proper in reference to legislation will at the appropriatetime be communicated to you from the proper departmentof the government. But I truet you will indulge me
while I am entering upou the discharge of my duties to
make

ttoMR eui.i.rerioM*
In reference lo my vtetr* of the dutlee of thie place and of
members »t tlila llutite. To make lawa la th« hi. heat and
moat reeponaib.e duty that ever waa undertaken by man In
hie political capacity. The peace, the harmony, the proa,(erlty,the liberty, the pcraotial protectl in wh eh we all enjoy,depend upon the wisdom and propriety of legislation.It will call upon ua in the discharge of
this duty to eierciae the highest decree yt ability
of widen we are capable. \ on and I are representatives of
a greut State with varied latereiit. Laws ol a general character,lawl aatomtcrnal Improvements, lawa aa to muuirlpadlies, laws as to corpora'iona. are r-'qmred, and wherever
you look, fr>m whatever standpoint o view you conai<l< r
this question, every right-minced legislator must he deeply
and solemnly impressed with the awful responsibility that
rests upon him; and while It I* required that this responsibilityshould be exercised with purity and with

a SOLP. PKMIRK TO T1JK t-lllll.IO HOOP,
party considerations, political considerations, private considerations,every consideration, must he made subservient
to the common good of all; and I feel assured that we as it

body realize these things, and that no m m here will permit,
in a direct or Indirect manner, however remote, his
Judgment to he effected or lum«elf to he swerved in

the slightest degiee by any improper consideration
whatever. The wisest man and uio«t a< e unpliahed will
lind that there is demanded of hint In the discharge
of these duties the most constant Indultry, for in the tlrnq
usually alloted to legislation eicli year in this Stale the
wisest men on earth could not discharge lis duties without
the most constant and most in ilvl-lual uevtlloii to this public
duty, end I trust that all of us shall leel that, while it is a demandupon our prlyato jpleiests, and may Involve sin rlhi es
In our private .illairs, wo shall rcfil'r.e that we are in Hie dischargeof -.. 's» a men public putt,
and these considerations must yield to that. I miy he allowedto say, 1 trust, with propriety, here, that the sessions
of this Legislature, If you will Intelligently consider the
question* that are to come before you, must he constant

through every business day. There Is no tline for a recess.
There Is no time to go home; ant, I ttust, troni the time
when the organization of this House shall r><> effected until it
shall dually adjourn, every one will he sieadias'. in

insisting that we shall keep continuously in session uuti! we
have discharged the ilullej resting upon us. (Appia-i««.)
More lu the way ol induitiy it required; and may t Suggest,
Iron- ibe little experience I havn bad.deferring, of course,
to oilier* who have had more experience than have hadinreference to the discharge ol our duties, that it is of the
highest importance that the gentlemen of the Assembly
should teallze that when we are ronvened here
It is fur the purpose of transacting business in

session, and every member will h-*l economize his time ami
will nest hi himself for the discharge of his duty uoon the
final votes of ,,11-ations tbat mav be presented for consider.i-
(Ion. if wlille he is here and the House is in session he will
give his undivided attention to the proc-e lings mat are prod-
ing befors Ibo House. If that is generally done there will ho
no occasion, us sometimes happens, to inquire of the ih.ilr
what the question is, and Ihere will be uo occasion for such
repeated cabs of absentee* on thelitis- | '

A ailnftr A.nii r.trr.r.Tivr.
The session can be mails much shorter and much more

effective If members, when thev con e together, will reail/.e
tiiat they come to discharge a business dot/, like anr other,
and that It can be only successful.y accomplished, like anf
other business transaction. by attention to bnalneaa Interest*,
t he sucoessiul Mat .em.ni of the business affairs of tlie
limine of Assembly requires the aid of many subordinate
officer*. I think tual I should express to you my views
in reference to the question as to the officers, because If tliev
sre entertained by a majority of tho House It mar involve
the necessity of some pretty prompt legislation. The Legislature18 the representative of Die people. Ii has absolute

fewer to legislate, except where it It reserved by Die conttiulion.The house of Assembly Is but a branch of the Leg.
Islature, and It has no power or authority, except where it If
conferred by tne constitution, to create an office,
or Incur one dollar of expenditure of the public money. (Applause.)The law provides for some of the details or ihe organisationof Una House. It authorizes the election of a

clerk, a Journal clerk, an engrossing clerics, two clerks lor
mUcnlfkuaona duty, a scrgeanl-at-aruis aw assistant doorkeeper,and aasisiaut librarian and assistant and ten messengers.Deferring, of course, to adjourn judgment upon
this subject, s I far as I am le.t to aet, I shall deem myself
bound by this law and shall be compelled to respect It.
If experience shall prove tnat more asslata nee Is required
than let It lie done according to law, ami let a suitable bill be
Introduced eslen ling Ihe ran ,e ot offices to tuuh an extent
as is essential U> the discharge of the duties ol the respective
places. null von atkKFItS or eiNKODRPa.
We shah need no one ahi ot us here to hold official connectionwith this House who Is not absolutely required. Wn
snail rn-ed no one but wbo can offer honest an I le ;lttmateemployment, and 1 sin under the Impression,' If
constant wora shad be furmabed to those
wno are tn the employ of this House, tbrra will not he so

many enthusiastic patriots wilting to enter Into Its service.
It is no lavm to a man to appoint him ic a place unless It is
required In the discharge of some public duty. We should
set a poor esainpie to me people or the Hlate if we should
liubilao idleness, and w« confer no I'amu upon a mail lis an.

5
potnttnr Mm tmir'>r«r*T bmi nnlem there fa etxuJ w'Ji
ror him to do. It la better h>r every one who neode employnionlIn thin i.road Tortile and glorious country to go aoroewherewhere be can alwaye be aure of eonaiant ami
remunerating enuoloyinent than to depend upoa lb«
ceprtee or pnrrllc plaoee. Gentlemen, I enter
now upon the dmcharpe of the dotlet of
thle place without a feeling of iiukludncaa towarda any gentlemin here, ana t truat that thla feeling way remain when
wn h tre liulahed our dutlea. I hare an appiuhe.aion, bowever.that In one pnrlieu'ar eapeelally I may ataometime.
for » moment, aoem to be overate, ping the dulfee of tl,l«
place, nntl i want to any id reamu 10 lu.n, hm naw «.

occupy tl.l* place I aliall feel it my duty, witty
alemneu unit luuptins'a if aeceasacy, to maintain
in rfcci un<l complete order tn tliia House (applause), and IP
I nlioitlil liu l, no lualtrr who It may he, on the Itoor of thlg
House traUMgreralup' tborigliUenalv- as la often done.tlieaej
rule* that are rs'iiitre to maintain perfect order here, r
at,all not bn»IUu», bec.ui e I ei«. n It my luty, to call lit*
etteiition to the matter, and I spank now to the end that If
aucli a tlilm aliuul.l at uny time become ueceaaarw

growing out of the lliougutleeannas of any* una

who for a moment mny allow bimaelf to be diverted byt
some ntber enbjecl than th it before the Moose, he shall appreciatethat I do it In the spirit of no unklndm as, hut with,
a sole desire to rem.no him of what I know he will realize s«
a public duty. I entertain the hope that I shall en joy ynuyt
eupport Mini that we shall altogether enter upon the discharges
of our duties with integrity, with zcul and with lldelity, umtl
that we shall conclude with eminent success.
Mr. Hitutkd moved tuat last year's rules be

adopted until a select couimltloo bo appointed tof
report corrections. i
Mr. Rosh moved to except the flfleenth rule,,

which provides for the appointment of additional
members on committees, uud moved the adopliou
of the rules ol ist(9. LOM. \
Mr. Husled's resolution was adopted. )
Committees were appointed to wait upon the Gov*

ertior und Senate and auuounoe the orgauizatioit
of the House.
Mr. Komjv presented Ihe petition of William

McMahou claiming the election from the fourth
Assemble district of New \ oik, instead of John J.
Uluir. Referred to the Election Comuilttoe.
Mr. Jacoms moved that the Postmaster of the lastj

House take churge oi documents until tho appoint-,
meat ot a postmaster. The Chair ruled the motioiX
ant of order, as the Scrgcaut-at-Aruis, by law, it*
to discharge that duty. I
Mr. Hawkins presented the petition of h. O.

I.ease claiming tho seat occupteil by James Dunphy,; ,

from tho second Assembly district of New York-,
deterred to tho Election Committee. Also, of
Frederick Klllian claiming tho seat occupied by*
Alexauder Frear lroiu me Futecntn district, New,
York. Roferred to tho Election Coniiuittoe. j

Mr. fti.v moved that the usmH contract he madff
by (he Clerk with tho Tost master at Albauy lor tho
t ansmtsston of documents. Adopted. i

Mr. Hawkins presented the memorial of the NlneteeiuhAssembly district <>f New York, contesting)
the seat or 1'homaa C. Fields. Uelerrcd to the Committeepn Eloctious.

(toioiint \ an Hurkn. Private Secretary to the Gov-
sruor, presented tlio Annual Message of the Clover-1
ui»r, which, at ouo o'clock 1'. M., tUo clerk proceeuedto read. j
After ihe conclusion or the reading Colonel Van

Union again appeared and presented a special
niossugc imm the Governor, transmitting the report,
it llmi. David A, Wells on ihe ilnanclul condition o^
lite city and county of New York, which was laid on
ihe tahio. I
The animal reports of the Auditor and Comptrollerwere received and laid on the table.
The House then took a recess until live P. M., t<|

meet and draw tor seals.
On reassembling the House transacted no other

business.

POLITICAL MOVEMENTS AND VIEWS.
The Next Presidency.The I'lag of Hnucoclg,

Floats in the Breeze.
The editor or the Raleigh (N. C.) Carolinian or thai

1st instant promulgates ids edict for the campaign
in 187J in the following striking manner:.

NATIONAL. OAMPAIQN, 18711.
THE SUPREMACY OF CIVIL LAW.

FOR IMIFHII.F NT,
W. 8. HANCOCK, of Pennsylvania.

FOB VIOK I'KKHII.KNT,
OKA I/, BUOWN, of Missouri.

PLATFORM.
Ur.MOoRAcY..A strict construct Inn of the Constltutlonf

llie Sovereignty of the People; the Ktsbts of the Stales ununpaired;the Piescrvntlon 01 the Ueneral Government ltd
Its whole C'onstitutlouid vigor; a Faithful ami Economical
A.i>i,.i >' atloii ol l-atl'Mia. an State Affairs, that Labor!
may be Ihfhtly bardem <t. end Agrloulture, Commerce and Meclini.lcRencouraged: the Supremacy of the Civil Law over,
the Mllltaiy Authority ; Equal and Exact Justice to all MenJ
Exclu.ivo Privileges to None ; the Sacred KIghts of Minorities,l.Il l a Peaceful Afquu seeiiue In tuc dcclstuns of Majurl-'
tics; the duruslon of knowledge, and arraignment or all
abuses at .lie liar of Public Ke.isnn; Freedom of Religion J
Free Speech; Freedom of the Press; Freedom of Person,
under the protection of the Habeas Corpus, and speedy trial
bv Juries Impartially selected. I

Hero follows a stirring editorial In bchair of tha
nominees nu<l ptntrortn or the bold UaroUutan, front
which we Uuvc only room for the annexed exJ
tracts:.
We enter upon the campaign of 1872 early in tint

1car. In accord with ihe sentiment of the Soutlg
and the democracy or the wbolo country we placet
at our mast-bead the unities ol two representative!
men.representative or the healthy politicalsentiment of both the great parties of
the country.and to (his standard we calh
the true men or uii polities. We Iiuve nodenunjclatious to indulge, ours is the position of sound)
argument, intelligent discussion aud coiirteomf
speech. The lire of 1110 nation, the glory of thd

issue, aurt there is uo time lor quarrel or dwscnslousamong the patrloyc eons of AtncncaM
who, or ail brethren, iwdM have learned Id
dwell together in unity. We advance a step beyondstrict party lines, and oiler tne hand ol
political fellow ship to every man, let tils past partjS
aillhations or political antecedents be what theja
mar. We base our action upon the true principle!*
or lrec democratic government, and we march r<i
the rescue or the republican institutions of agroa!
country. The war is over, and the new policies
or goveruineut in the height ot peaceful experiment."Reconstruction has prevailed and passed
into history uh an accomplished policy. Those of u*
who eniercd a manly protest against measures that
neither inclination invited nor judgment approved
have now no cause or ground for quarrel with suets
as honestly differed In opinion wltn the best of us*
n »r can any past circumstance now exempt as from
our duty us citizens of a common country which:
looks to the action of her children for continued life*'
uninterrupted prosperity and au onward inarch la
national civilization.

Shall Foreign-iiorn Citizens Be made Eligible
to the Presidency V i

[From tho Uarrisburg (Pa.) Patriot (democratic)'.'
Jan. 1.J jThe reason for the exlstenoe of this constitutional

restriction has wholly ceased and should no longec
remain as a peg for tho display of Know Nothing)
ptejudices. If the prcjudlco against the foreign"
born citizen be strong enough to exclude him fromi
the Presidency by reason of his birth or origin!
there is room enough ror lis display at the ballot
box, but there should be no nestling place for suetf
a prejudice In the constitution of this republic^* * * The constitution should never afford a text?
for the display of such bigotry, and the sooner tha
tuii> ndnient is adopted the better. There is ttma
enough lor its passage at the present s»Bsion ol
Congress, and Its adoption by the Pennsylvania
Legislature belore adjournment. The radical^
made much snorter tvorlc of the fifteenth amend*
Inon,

_____

Miscellaneous.
r.eorgo 0. Itrastow has Just been Installed as thf

first Ma ror of Somervlllo, Mass. In his lnangurall
he stales thai In 184'J the town contained 1,013; nowri
it coutalns rally I6,oo<rpoopie, with a grand tax lis i
Of $15,770,000.
Nebraska^ Slate Temperance Convention at Lin*'

colu January 10.
Connecticut Repuiiiican State Convention, al

Hartford, January 24.
(

Missouri Itepublicau Slate Convention, at Lexing*
ton, Kcbruarv 22.
The Maryland legislature meets to-day, and wiltf

be the Urst that nos met for four years In which thd
democnits have had any opposition. A Uuitetl
States senator Is to be elected in place of Senator,
McVlcker. J
The Slate Senates of oliio and Pennsvlvaula aro

equally balanced. in otuo a United Stales Senator
is to be chosen.

REPUBLICAN CENTRAL COMMITTEE.
I he Itopubllcan Central Committee met last even*

lug at l,10'i Uroadway for organization, Hugitf
Uardner being temporary chairman. The dulega*!
lions from the Plrst, Third and Fourth districts wcrof
contested aud tlio claims or the rival dele*,
fates referred to a committee, consisting:
uf Messrs. Fair, Vance, Murphy, Kusselli
and Ixnmberer. a resolution, proposed by ex-
hiu^o »v mvc, i* junum \i*mi i.ii« vnvaj/o uvut »ux*

thraldom of Tainm.iny, aii'l promising for tbe contesttrns year for the Presidency to roll up larg^
majorities ror General Grant, waa unanimouslyadopted.owing to the absence of a large nuuihecofnumbers who ha<t not been summoned to attend,,
it was deemed more advisable not to do any further
business last evening, and ihe committee then ad*
loomed lor two weeas.

CHEAP OPERA TICKETS.
Mw York, Jan. 2, 1873.

To TIIK EDITOR OP THB JTERAt.D:.
l beg you to insert In the columns of tbe New

York Hehai.d the following Unea:.Tbe subject
that caused the detention of Messrs. Tomaa ha*

veura and Bernardo Soto, on Saturday, December30, 1871, was honorably settled ror all
concerned tu It, after some explanations wera
made bv ino to Mr. Strakosch. as none of tno per*
sons mentioned In the accusation of "Seeing Nilss«a
i heap" on lorged admissions were found blaraable.
1 declare that I never havo been arrested en unjf
charge whatever.

KAFAEL VALDIS MATEOZ,
2s East Fourteenth street.

tvn,n DrcKs..Thelare cold weather having frozen
over the creeps and marshes, the wild iIucKs usually
frequenting them have been eompolled to seek subsistenceIn other quarters, and large Bocks arc now

daily si'ou in the open places In ine Potomac Itiver.

Kepur.s Irom below say that white hacks are nioiw
numerous this season than they Have bee# loi

eral years uitsv.tirjamiruk d'a) (.'<u<m*


